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PREFACE. 


AT a ſeaſon when ſo many diſputes are agi- 
tated, and new opinions are embraced, the 
following pages are humbly ſubmitted to the 
conſideration of the candid, and unbiaſſed 
reader : not from any unuſual fondneſs in the 
publiſher, in being an author, but from a ſin- 
cere deſire of doing good; and if any hiat is 
dropt that may have a tendency to bring the 
ſcattered flock of Chriſt to a right underſtand- 
ing, and to ſeek after the things that make for 
peace, in conſiſtency with truth, the deſign of 
bringing them to public view is fully anſwered 
—the author has ſtudied to avoid as much as 
poſſible any expreſſions that might occaſion 
irritation, and would rejoice if a regular plan 
was found out to cement the friends of truth ; 
not of one, but ſeveral denominations of pro- 
feſſing Chriſtians, as a powerful check to the 
infidelity of the avowed enemies of religion ; 
and as a ſure evidence that the real lovers of 
the peace, and proſperity of Zion, are not 
influenced by a falſe zeal on the one hand, 
and would deſire to guard againſt a licentious 
ſpirit on the other. 


In controverſy, it is abſurd to ſtretch matters 


to the utmoſt extremity, while there is ſeldom 
any deſire to gain thoſe who differ in opinion 
n heaven there will be no miſunderſtand- 
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ing, nor miſrepreſentation. Although the 
friends of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhould in this 
imperfect ſtate ditier in opinion, let them not 
differ in affection till-the happy period when 
they ſhall ſee eye to eye in the things of God. 
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70, xvii Chapter, 9 p erſe. 


The righteous alſo ſhall hold on his way, and he that hath clean 
hands ſhall be ſtronger and ſtronger. 
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VARIOUS are the changes the ſaint has to 


undergo, as to his lot and outward circum- 
ſtances, while in the wilderneſs of this 
world; ſometimes he is favoured with the 


ſmiles of proſperity, and his heart is filled 


with joy onthe receipt of the indulgent gifts 


of providence; the viſitations of the Al- 


mighty preſerves him, and his gentleneſs 
makes him to grow ; the candle of the Lord 
ſhines aronnd his head and tabernacle, and 
he has every reaſon to rejoice with thoſe 
that do rejoice. At other ſeaſons, we find 
him ſtrugaling with diſcouragements many, 
under the frowns of adverſity, and painful 
affliction; he is as a broken veſſel, and for- 


gotten as a dead man, as one out of mind; 


his eye is dim, by reaſon of ſorrow, and 
all his members as a ſhadow ; whatever al- 
terations happen, as to his outward circum- 
| ſtances, and whatever change take place 
as to his experience, there is no change in 
his ſtate. He that hath begun the good 
work, ſhall perform and maintain it until 
the day of Jeſus. The rags alſo ſhall 
hold on his way. K 
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In diſcourſing on this ib) ect, the method 
propoſed j is, in the firſt 5 0 To deſcribe 
the character here ſpecifhed—the righteous; ; 

zdly. Point out ſome of theſe ways, in 
which the Chriſtian may be ſaid to walk 
in, or hold on; zdly, Aſſign a few reaſons 
for his holding on in this way, or in other 
words, adduce fome ſeriptural arguments 
for eſtabliſhing this truth, contained in the 
text ; then conclude with ſome improve- 
ment. 

We are, according to this arrangement, 
(iſt) to deſcribe the character of the nighte-⸗ 
ous. The righteous man is one who is 
intereſted in the righteouſneſs of the Glori- 
ous 'Surety, as the foundation of his hope 

and comfort : he has no accompliſhment of 

| his own to boaſt of, no righteouſneſs to ſpin 

out of his on endeavours, as a matter or 
ground of juſtification, for his goodneſs ex- 
tendeth not unto the Lord. It we have no in- 
tereſt in the perſect unchangeable righteouſ- 
neſs of the Surety, diſappointment muſt enſue 
every falſe confidence; every other refuge 
| muſſ be a reſuge of lies; for all our righteouſ- 


neſſes are as filthy rags, we fade as the leaf, 
and our iniquities, as the wind, have carried 
us away. Diſtruſting therefore, every other 
lource of relief, and no longer venturing 
to draw water out of his own ciſtern, the 
acious ſoul reſts. his all with unſhaken, 
unſuſpecting confidence, on the bleſſed je- 
ſas, and his finiſhed work, as the, gnly hope 
{er before 1 in the, goſpel. 1 a 
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Surely ſhall one fay, In the Lord have 
I righteouſneſs, and in nich ſhall all the ſeed 


of ic ſrael be juſtified, and ſhall glory. The 
attire of human invention will prove a gar- 
ment too ſhort, ' and a covering too narrow 


to anſwer the demands of the exceeding. 
braad commandment; every attempt to 
eſtabliſh the merit of fallen man is to mul- 
tiply words without knowledge; every ex- 
ertion uſed to blend our imperfect ſervices 
with the unſpotted righteouſneſs of the Sa- 


viour, is a preſumptuous vailing the im- 
portance ot his work, which breeds ſo much 
admiration, and a manifeft endeavour to 
rob him of the glory of it ; but, while the 


righteous man is ſelf debaſed, and ſelFE-con- 
demned, and conſiders every plea of hu- 


man merit as unavailing, however ſtrongly 
ſupported by the. golden ſayings of the 
tongue, he places all his truſt in that righte- 
ouſneſs which is witneſſed by the law and 
prophets, which alone is ſufficient to cover 
every ſtain of guilt, and to raiſe him to 
the higheſt and nobleſt preferment: hence 
follow the triumphs of faith uſed by the 
church, —In thy name we will rejoice 


all che day, and in thy righteoalnels we 


will be exalted. 

2dly, The righteous man is one who 
is born again ; circumciſed with the cir- 
cumciſion made without hands, Neither 
the external ſign of ee lM (in the 
fulueſs of goſpel times) availeth any thing, 


nor uncircumciſion, 1. e. the want of this 
2 
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rite, held formerly in ſuch high account, 
availeth not any thing, but the new crea- 
ture. Let the pride of human merit he 
laid in.the duſt, and the vain boaſts of ſelf- 

ſufficiency be for ever ſilenced ! What ami- 

able virtues can proceed from a heart full 
of all unrighteouſneſs, and pollution, till 
| regenerated by the ſpirit and grace of 
| God? Not of works, leſt any man ſhould 

[ boaſt z; and again, not by works of riglte- 
ouſneſs we have done, but according to his 

mercy, he hath ſaved us, by the waſhing of 
| regeneration, . and renewing of the Holy 

Ghoſt, ſhed abundantly on us by Jeſus, 

| Chriſt, our Lord. The gracious perſon 
ö 


is firſt renewed in the ſpirit of his mind, and 
then proves and approves of the good and 
| perfect and acceptable will of God. He is 
4 firſt caſt into a goſpel mould, and then takes 
the yoke of Chriſt, which is eafy, and his bur- 
1 den, which is light; and learns of him who 
is meek, and lowly i in heart. The old man 
is put off, which is corrupt; and the new 
man is put on, which, after God, is created 
in knowledge, righteouſneſs, and true ho- 
lineſs. 
 2dly, The righteous man is one who Ifvea 
12 the exerciſe of the graces of the Holy 
Spirit : he not only poſleſſes the graces of 
the Spirit, as the good ſeed, fown in good 
ground, but finds the benefit and comfort 
of them realized in daily experience. He 
ſanctifies the Lord Jehovah in his mind, and 
makes him his fear and dread. 
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Does the righteous man go into the houſe 
of God ?—he is more concerned to hear 
than to give the ſacrifice of fools. Is he 
employed in the duties and ſervices of the 
Chriſtian life ?—he is concerned that he 
may worſhip the Lord with reverence. and 
godly fear; and this principle he carries 
about with him in the labours of common 
life; and when enjoying the pleaſures of 
ſocial intercourſe, he ſtands in awe that he 
may not offend, and ſets a watch on the 
door of his lips, eſpecially when the wick- 
ed are before him. As a dutiful (on is con- 

_ cerned to honour a loving father, and fears 
leſt he diſoblige him; thus the child of God 
15 grieved when his Father, who is in hea- 
ven, is at any time offended by his folly, 

and preſerves a holy Srcuraipettion. leſt he 
turn the grace of God into laſciviouſneſs: 

| hall we continue in ſin that grace may 
abound ? God forbid. Rom. vi. 1, 2. Hap- 
PY 1s the man that thus feareth always. 

Moreover the righteous man is one who 
lives a life of faith on the Son of God. The 
juſt ſhall live by faith; and this ſubject is not 
a blind conjecture, or matter of bare ſpecu- 
lation, but a bleſſed reality, founded on in- 
fallible teſtimony. Faith is the evidence of 
things not ſeen, and the ſubſtance of things 
hoped for. 

It is not enough that we ſay we are per- 
ſuaded of the truth of the goſpel, or that 
we ſay we are well pleaſed with the preci- 
ous tidings it brings. to onr ears; without 
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faith to appropriate, claim, and apply the 
bleſſings, of ſalvation, freely preſented aud 
given to us therein, it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
God; and this faith' is not of ourſelves, it 
is the gift of God. Ws F 

The Chriſtian's evidences may be not ſel- 
dom darkened, by reaſon of the inroads of 
fin and ſelf; a deceived heart may turn him 
aſide that he cannot deliver his ſoul, nor 
ſay, Is there not a lie in my right hand? 
but he will certainly have moſt ſatisfac- 
tion, comfort and peace, when he lives by 
faith and not by ſight. T hou wilt keep 
him in perfect peace whoſe mind is ſtayed 
on thee, and there is all peace and joy in 
believing. 
ad, He loves the Lord: faith works by 
love: as a good tree bringeth forth good 
fruit, ſo a heart regenerated by the grace 
of God brings forth the good fruits of righte- 
ouſneſs, to the praiſe of free grace. 

It is the genuine character of all ſaints 
that they love the Lord: they love the Lord 
not in word, or tongue, but in deed, fin- 
cerity, and in truth. Ihe deſire of our foul 
(faid the church in former days) is to thy 
name, and to the remembrance of thee ; 
and this love will lead you out to long for 
God in the dry and thirſty land of this wil- 
derneſs: it will incline you not only to go 
to the altar of God, but to God your ex- 
ceeding, joy; and to ſeek after the pure, ra- 
tional, ſublime, and ſubſtantial pleaſures, 
that flow down from a fellowſhip with the 
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Father of mereies, and his ſon Jeſus Chriſt. | 


This love will lead you, with adoring gra- 
titude, to make mention of all the great 


and good things he hath been pleaſed to re- 


veal and make known unto you; it will diſ- 
poſe you to think of his loving kindnels in 


the midſt of the temple; to love what he 


loves, and to admire the gifts and fruits of 
his love. We love him becauſe he firſt loy- 
ed us, and ſent his Son to be the propitia- 
tion for our ſins; and if God ſpared not 
his own Son, but gave him up unto the 


death for us all, ſhall he not with him alſo 


freely give us all things. Love remains not an 
idle fpeRator of all the. great and good 
things the Lord is pleaſed to reveal, but it 
calls up every generous ſentiment to praiſe 


God for his loving kindneſs and tender mer- 


cles, 628 Ds. 
1h, The righteous man is one who has 

frequent ſtruggles and contendings with in- 
dwelling ſin, and this conflict he may ex> 
pect will continue till the lateſt moments of 
his exiſtence here. He hath not attained, 
neither is already perfect: ſin, like the Ca- 
naanite, ſtill remains with him to haraſs and 
to trouble his repoſe; I ſee therefore an- 


other law in my members warring againſt * 


the law of my mind, and bringing me into 
captivity to the law of fin which is in my 
members. O wretched man that I am! who 
ſhall deliver me from the body of this deathꝰ 
Rom. vii. 23, 24. 


Grace and -corruption, like two 'comba. 
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tants that hath taken the field, will each 
ſtrive for the maſtery : the ſpirit luſteth 
againſt the fleſh, and the fleſh againſt the, 


ſpirit ; theſe are contrary the one to the 


other. 
Sometimes victory ſeems to hover on the ' 


one ſide, and ſometimes on the other; for 


after many wounds given by the Chriſtian 


to his corruptions, in the right uſe of his 
ſpirirual armour, they will continue ſtill to 
Griog up as an enemy but half overcome, 
and occaſion freſh ſcenes of uneaſineſs, ſhame, 
and grief; nevertheleſs by the good hand of 
God upon his people, and his grace made 
ſufficient for them, victory will declare at 
laſt for them, and they ſhall be more 
than conquerors through him that loved 
them ; they ſhall have good cauſe to thank 


God for triumphs over ſin, as well as every; 


other enemy of the ſoul ; for they not only 
came forth out of great tribulation, but 
overcame by the blood of the Lamb and the 
word of their teſtimony, and have waſhed 
their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. 
5th, The righteous man is one who at- 
wi to all the ordinances and appointments 
of God: We are all preſent (ſaid Cornelius, 
who was a juſt and devout man)—we are 
all preſent to hear what the Lord will ſay 
unto us: he will - ſpeak peace unto his 
faints, and to his people, and let them not 
return unto folly. If the authority of God 
makes no impreſſion on our minds and con- 
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ſciences, we are yet, in our ſins, and can- 
not pleaſe God. 

The ſecond head in our method was to 
ſpeak of ſome of thele ways wherein we ſhould 
walk or hold on in ;—and in the firſt place, 
Chriſt is the chief of the ways of God, hence 
ſays he, John xiv. 6. Iam the way, the truth, 
and the life; no man-cometh unto the Father 
but by me, and without me ye can do no- 
thing. He is the way in which God graci- 
ouſly condeſcends to viſit us, aud in which 
our ſouls approach to the living God. The 
venerable Patriarchs ſcem to have been no 
ſtrangers to this way : They ſaw his day afar 
off, and were glad ; they accepted. of him 
as the way of heaven's appointment; and 
is it not ſafe and profitable for you, O 
Chriſtian! to imitate the ſame example and 
tread in the ſame path? for there is none 
other name given among men, whereby we 
can be ſaved but the name of Jeſus. In 
holding on this way you thall tread on the 
adder and young lion; no evil ſhall befal 
you, no plague ſhall come near your dwel- 
ling: difficulties (hall be ſurmounted, cor- 
ruptions ſubdued, temptations, however 
ſtrong, ſhall be reſiſted, darkneſs ſhall be 
made light, and crooked paths ſtraight, your 
ſorrows many ſhall be turned into joys, and 
you ſhall walk on lately and comfortably : 
he is the new and living way who is come 
that we might have life, and that more 
abundantly; and beheving in him, and 
holding faſt our confidence in him unto 


B 


10 


the end, you ſhall be ſaved; he chat endur- 
eth unto the end ſhall be ſaved. 

2dlv, An uniform and ſteady regard to 
the truth, as it is in Jeſus, is another track 
of this way in which the righteous are 
to hold on. Priſcilla and Aquilla having 
found Apollos, inſtructed him in the way 
of the Lord more perfectly. They were 
at great pains to give him a more clear 
- and enlarged view of the myſteries of the 
Goſpel, the important doctrines neceſſary 
to be known and believed; and their la- 
bours of love were not vain in the Lord. 
Such as love our Lord Jeſus in ſincerity and 
truth, will love the inſtructions contained in 
the doctrines of his holy word, and will fol- 
low on to know him, with encreaſing ardour 
of deſire ; then ſhall we know, if we follow on 
to know the Lord. A vehement thirſt after 
the various branches of human literature, is 
a promiſing ſymptom, and lays a founda. 
tion to hope that knowledge may be attain- 
ed; and is it not laudable to fhew an earneſt 
defire to encreaſe in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt? It may al- 
ſo be conſidered as a favourable ſymptom 
of proſperity to Zion, when we ſee others 
tifting up their voice for wiſdom, and 
ſearching for knowledge as for hid treaſure. 
3 John i. 3, 4. For I rejoiced greatly 
when the brethren came and teſtified of the 
truth that is in thee, even as thou walkeſt 
in the truth; I.have no greater joy than to 
hear that my children walk in truth. 
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2dly, A firm attachment to the law of 
God, as a rule of life and manners, demon- 
ſtrate that we hold on in the way of the 
righteous. 
O how love I thy law! it is my medita- 
tion'all the day ; more to be deſired are 
they than gold, ſweeter than honey from the 
honey-comb. Does the Chriſtian pray that 
the Lord may teach him the way of his ſta- 
tures? it 1s, that he may obſerve and keep it 
to the end. Make me, he adds, to go in 
the paths of thy commandments, for therein 
do I delight. The righteous man conſiders 
himſelf as under every obligation to honour 
and ſerve the Lord fully, by a dutiful re- 
gard to his law. I have eſteemed (ſaid holy 
Job) the words of thy mouth more than my 
neceſlary food. Shall we make void the law 
through faith? God forbid ; nay, we eſta- 
bliſh the law. So far does the doctrine, con- 
tained in the text, give any encouragement to 
vanity or laſciviouſneſs, that it furniſhes us 
with the beſt motives to a ſteady and uni- 
form regard to the holy and righteous law 
of God, and engages us to walk before God 
unto all pleaſing. The grace of God that 
bringeth ſalvation hath appeared to all 
men, teaching us to be denied to ungodli- 
nels, &c. 

athly, A love to perſonal holineſs may 


be conſidered as a track of this way. W ho- 


is it that has an intereſt in the righteouſneſs 
of the glorious Surety, and will not take 


pleaſure in perſonal holineſs? 
B 2 
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The ſeeds of every grace being implanted 
in the day of power, the righteous (hall 
grow up and flouriſh in God's holy place; 
like a fruit-bearing tree he will bei forth 
the fruits of righteouſneſs in the various 
branches of pertonal holineſs. | 
He will ſtudy to exemplify every amia- 
ble virtue, and cheriſh every holy diſpoſi- 
tion and temper of mind, in obedience to 
the heavenly mandate. Be ye holy as God 
is holy, and as he who hath called you 1s 
holy, to be ye holy in all manner of con- 
verſation.-—A perfection of holineſs, O ye 
{aints of the living God! is not your attain- 
ment on the footſtool ; ; neverthelels, holi- 
nels ought to be your ſtudy, youraim, and 
delight, for without holineſs no man ſhall 
tee the Lord. Bleſſed are the pure in heart, 
tor they ſhall ſee God. 

The third thing is to point out the en- 
couragements to hold on in this way, or 
offer ſome ſeriptural arguments to prove 
that the ſaint, or the righteous man, ſhall 
hold on his way. 1ſt, The righteous ſhall 
hold on his way, for he is ſet apart in the 
counſels and wife purpoſes of Jehovah for 
this end. Plal. iv. 3. But know that the 
Lord hath ſet apart him that is godly for 
himſelf. They are from eternity choſen in 
Chriſt, that they ſhould be without blame 
before him in love, and prove veſſels of ho- 
nour, which are 1 and made meet 
for the Maſter's uſe; and they are choſen to 
falvation, through ſanctification of the ſpirit, 
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and belief of the truth. Iſrael was choſen a- 
bove all other nations, to be a pecuhar people 
to the Lord, and to put his name there: Are 
not the ſaints of the living God a holy na- 
tion, a royal pricſthood, a peculiar people, 
to. ſhew forth the praiſes of him who hath 
called them out of the kingdom of darkneſs, 
to his marvellous light ? 

2dly, The promiſes which are given for 
our ſtrong conſolation, aſſure us, that the 
righteous ſhall hold on his way. One good 
word that the Lord hath ſpoken, in his word 
of promiſe, ſhall not fall to the ground, 
nor return to him void or empty. ls faith-. 
fulnels the girdle of Jehovah's loins, and 
righteouſneſs the girdle of his reins, and 
will he not give you according to the truth 
of his promiſes, O Chriſtian! and make 
your way proſperous ? A variety of events 
and changes in outward things you may 
witneſs from day to day ; but his unchange- 
ing faithfulneſs in the promiſe is the ſame 
yeſterday, to-day, and forever : he will 
reſi in his love, he will rejoice over you 
with joy and ſmging. Parents may change 
in that love which they owe to their chil- 
dren, and matters in the affection that is 
due to their ſervants; but God wilt not 
change in his love to his people. I have 
loved thee with an everlaſting love, there- 
fore with tender mercies have I called thee ; 
and having loved his own, he loves them 
unto the end. The believer may ſome- 
times loſe his hold of the promiſe, but it is 
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glad tidings of great joy, that God in his 
faithfulneſs, and love, and pity, will not 
loſe his hold of him! The gifts and cal- 
lings of our God are without repentance, 

"its. The perfections of Jehovah are a 
noble guardian to the righteous; a perfect 
ſecurity that the righteous ſhall hold on his 
way. His power and faithfulneſs, his wiſ- 
dom and goodnels, are ever employed for 
their ſafety; therefore ſhall they dwell on 
high, and the place of their defence ſhall 
be the munition of rocks. Never was any 
city ſo well defended with walls and ram- 
parts as the righteous are: Walk about 
Zion, and go round, mark her bulwarks, 
and tell the high towers thereof; God is 
known for a refuge in the midſt of her ; 
and, as the mountains are round abour Je- 
ruſalem, ſo is the Lord around them 
that fear him. What although they ſhould 
fall with others in the common calamity ? 
no evil is determined againſt their ſtate, for 
their ſoul they ſhall have for a prey in the 
day of the Lord ; the arm of Omnipotence 
being around them, no evil ſhall befall them, 
nor p.ague thall come nigh their dwelling. 
The Lord is our defence, who ſaves the up- 
right. 

4th, The unremitting care of Providence 
is ever exerciſed towards them, therefore 
they ſhall hold on their way: Does one hair 
of their head not fall to the ground without 
his obſervation, and (hall he not attend to 
their beſt intereſts in the moſt important 
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concerns? He who keepeth Iſrael ſlumbers 
. net, and neither doth he ſleep; therefore 
the ſun ſhall not ſmite them by day, nor 
the moon by night ; his watchful provi- 
dence being ever exerciſed, although out- 
ward dangers and temptations come like one 
rolling wave on the back of another, they 
ſhall he in ſafety from the ſubtle fowler's 
ſnare and the noiſome peſtilence, and ſhall 
poſſeſs their ſouls in patience; the good hand 
of God being upon them they ſhall go for- 
ward; tho' tribulations and alarming dan- 
gers, like inacceſſible mountains, are on every 
ſide, they ſhall renew their ſtrength, they 
ſhall mount up with wings as on eagles — 
ſhall run without wearying, and walk with- 
out fainting. 
5th, The great Redeemer ſhed his pre- 
cious blood that he might ſecure this inva- 
luable bleſſing unto them. He gave himſelf 
for them that he might redeem them from all 
iniquity, and purify to himlelf a peculizr 
people. Are they the travail of his ſoul, 
whom he ſhall ſee and be ſatisfied in—his 
portion and peculiar treaſure ; and ſhall he 
ſuffer them to become a prey to their ſpiri- 
tual foes, ſo as to be finally overcome by 
them? John xvii. 12. Thoſe that thou gaveſt 
me I have kept, and none of them is loſt, 
but the ſon of perdition, that the ſcriptures 
might be fulfilled. In the moments of ſul- 
len deſpondency the ſaints may be ready to 
adopt the language of the church of old, 
and ſay, The waters had overwhelmed us, 


16 


the ſtream had gone over our ſoul; then the 
proud waters had gone over our ſoul. Pſal. 
cxxiv. 4. 5. But they ſhall again reſume 
their confidence in God, and in the triumphs 
of faith have reaſon to ſay, Bleſſed be the 
Lord, who hath not given us a prey to their 
teeth: our ſoul is eſcaped as a bird out of 
the ſnare of the fowler; the ſnare is broken, 
and we are eſcaped. 

6th, The inhabitation of the ſpirit is a 
certain pledge that they ſhall hold on their 
way, for they are kept by almighty power 
through faith unto ſalvation. As fome 
fountains continue to flow and live in all 
the ſeaſons of the year, fo the ſpirit is a con- 
tinued ſource of holineſs and comfort unto 
the righteous, therefore ſhall they go from 
ſtrength to ſtrength unwearied till they ap- 
pear before God in Zion. They have not 
received the ſpirit of this world, but the ſpirit 
which is of God. He ſhall be with them and 
in them, as a well of living water, ſpringing 
up unto eternal life. The ſpirit of God and 
of glory reſts upon them, and his ſancti- 
fying influences, neceſſary ſupplies and 
aids, ſhall not be denied them; theſe will be a a 
preſent help in time of need, therefore ſhall 
they continue to hold on their way. 

7th, They have an intereſt in the inter- 
ceſſory prayers of their great aconing High 
Prieſt, therefore ſhall they hold on their 
way. All their exertions in duty, and their 
feeble endeavours, would be unavailing as 
chaft and ſtubble, but the great Redcemer 
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prays that their faith may not fail: I pray 
not that thou wouldſt take them out of the 
world, but that thou ſhouldſt keep them 
from the evil, John xvii. 15. To ſhew that 
thele interceſſory prayers are by no means 
limited to his diſciples, nor immediate fol- 
lowers, he adds, ver. 20. Neither pray I 
for theſe alone, but for them allo who thall 
believe in me through their word ;—an{4 
we are ſure that him the father hearetli al- 


ways. Therefore every acculation brought 


againſt them by ſin, ſatan, and the world, 
ſhall be happily ſilenced; no weapon form- 
ed againſt them ſhall ever proſper, and e- 
very tongue that riſeth againſt them in 
judgment he will condemn, &c. 

Inference iſt, See that, although the 
ſaints may have partial falls, they ſhall not 
fall finally nor irrevocably; the righteous 
may indeed fall ſeven times a day, yet the 
Lord will lift him up; therefore may they 
ſay, Neither height, nor depth, things pre- 
ſent, nor things to come, ſhall ſeparate 
them from the love of God which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus. It is poſſible for them to fall 
trom certain meaſures of holineſs and com- 
fort, and paſtattainments, but they ſhall never 
fall from a gracious ſtate ; therefore, let 
them not caſt away their confidence, but in 
hope believe againſt hope. When they 
walk in darkneſs, and have no light, let 
them truſt in the Lord and ſtay themſelves 
on the mighty God of Jacob. 


2dly, Learn what a noble ſource of relief 
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the ſaints, and people of God, have, in the 
moments of diſcouragement, when many 
troubles fill their ſoul, and laboring thovghts 
fret and diſcompoſe their minds ; *though 
perplexed they are not in deſpair though 
they may ſeem to be neglected in the pro- 
vidence of God, they are not forſaken; He 
that hath begun the good work, ſhall perform 
it, until the day of Jeſus; He who performs 
all things moſt perfectly, will maintain their 
ſouls in life, and keep their feet from fall- 
ing, for a good man's footſteps are ordered 
by the Lord ; he keepeth the feet of his 
ſaints, therefore, being quickened by the a- 
doring views of his mercy, and animated 
by his love, they ſhall have their fruit unto 
holineſs, and their end everlaſting life. It 
is not faid he may, but ſhall hold on his way; 
he ſhall do it notwithſtanding of corruptions 
raging within, and temptations without. 
Learn, 3dly, in order to perſeyere in the way 
of holineſs, to beware of yielding up any 
precious truth you have received, which may 
be uſeful to you in the way you are to hold 
vn. Although, in your attachment to the 
truth, you may be branded with the odious 
names of bigot, enthuſiaſt, hypocrite, and 
what not, it has been the common lot of the 
{aifits to be reviled in theſe forms, and no- 
thing has befallen you but what is common 
to others. Bigotry may be conſidered as 
an over-fond attachment to any falſe ſyſtem, 
or opinion, not ſupported by the word of 
God, and tenaciouſly adhering thereto, be- 
aule others may have done ſo, 


Such as are moſt ready to charge others 
with bigotry, would do well to take care leſt 
the blame ſhould not be too juſtly affixed 
to themſelves. The opinions, which are 

likely to be the moſt popular, and are 
vented with ſo much art and addreſs, were 
keenly ſupported by Glaſs, and others, long 
ago, who allo denied the appropriation. 
It is not men, however noted for abilities, 
that you are to adhere to, or follow, O ye 
ſaints of the living God ! but the pattern 
ſhown on the mount, and men, only in ſo 
far as they are followers of Chriſt ; for not 
many wiſe men after the fleſh are called, &c. 


[Anecdote on reading of the Bible and the 
formula correſponding to it: I have be- 
fore me a book, which has made many an 


attentive reader of it wiſe and happy, why 


may not I reap like benefit from it ?— 
This is the map of the country through 
which I am travelling to the celeſtial city— 
the compaſs by which I am to ſteer my 
courſe over the tempeſtuous ocean of human 
life — the brook of which JI am to drink in 
my way, and lift up my head—the bread 
of life ſent down from heaven to ſtrengthen 
my heart, and the pleaſant ſong by which 
I may beguile the palling hours in the houſe 
of my ptlgrimage.”—STERNE.] 


After retiring from private devotion, it 
would be very becoming in the proteſſed . 
friend ot our Lord jelus Chriſt to read a 
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portion of the word of God morning and 
evening; it will, under the divine bleſſing, 
be your light in darkneſs, your unfailing 
ſource of joy when diſcouraged, your guide 
and companion in the different tracts of life, 
when many are ruining themſelves by con- 
tention, pride and envy : O read the word 
of God, which will teach you to abound in 
love to him, and to the ſouls of your fellow 
men. Although the plan has not yet been 
fouad out for uniting the ſcattered flock 
of Chriſt, we are aſſured the time to favour 
Zion will yet come. 
What is alledged againſt the old formula 
appears to me to be founded on miſtake, 
and the late attempts uſed by two large diſ- 
fenting bodies, to depreciate the worth of 
their anceſtors, and to palm upon them ſen- 
timents they never imbibed, as can eaſily be 
made appear from their own proceedings 
| (fee Dundas's Acts of Aſſembly through- 
out,) and alſo from the generaltenor of their 
conduct; comparing one part with another. 
It muſt follow then that the many arguments 
uſed of late againſt our ſubordinate ſtandards 
go for nothing, and can prove nothing, as 
the framers of them take that for- granted 
which is not allowed. Neverthelels, ſome 
godly perſons may have conſented (without 
duly weighing the matter) to admit of al- 
terations, and to new-model the formula, 
with a deſign to promote the more general 
unity, and concord, of the church of Chriſt. 
It was ealy to fee, however, from the begin- 
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ing of theſe unhappy diſputes, that they 
would have the very contrary effect. The 
form of expreſſion, uſed in the new formula, 
and the preamble, which is a re-ccho there- 
of, being fo doubtful, and giving no certain 
ſound, they muſt have been the occaſion of 
much {tumbling ; nor can they be long ſa- 
tisfactory to their profeſſed votaries or others, 
who would wiſh to abide in church fellow- 
ſhip with them. As no explications have 
been allowed, we are left in doubt what to 
think; but ſurely every thing that is admitted 
as a term of communion, ought to be in 
language plain and undiſguiſed, and ſup- 
ported with a Thus ſaith "the Lord. From 
the violent manner in which the preamble 
has been puſhed in by a vote in one of their 
courts, in oppoſition to the many petitions 
and remonſtrances preſented againſt | the 
ſame, one would be tempted to think, that 
ſome hidden ſcheme is upon the carpet ne- 
ver formerly divulged in the Seceſſion ; but as 
it is certainly the duty of children to plead 
with the mother, ſo it is the duty of the mo- 
ther to hearken with great tenderneſs and 
ſympathy to the petitions and complaints 
of her children; and, had this been attend- 
ed to, they would have ſeen that it was by 
no means a ſeaſon to diſtract the church 
of Chriſt, already too much torn, and di- 
vided. 

It will perhaps be anſwered, that they 
withed to be honeſt, and let the world ſee 
that they are not now in ſentiment what they 
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once were, or appeared to be. I ſhall rea- 
dily allow that honeſty is laudable among 
every claſs of men, eſpecially among clergy- 
men, conſidering the vaſt importance of the 
truſt committed to them; but would it not 
have been honeſt to have declared their ſen- 
timents before taking licence and coming 
under ſolemn vows? eſpecially as they had 
fuch opportunities of reading John Glaſs of 
Tealing, Dr. William Wiſhart, formerly a 
Principal of the Univerfity of Edinburgh, 
and others, on the queſtions in debate, whoſe 
ſentiments are diſapproved in the Teſtimony: 
would they not, when miniſters, according 
to the rules of the church, have tranſmitted 
to each Seſſion under the inſfection of Synod, 
a faithful account of their proceedings before 
any thing new was adopted into a law, as 
each elder is concerned in the new pream- 
ble, as well as intrants into the miniſtry ?— 
and if they wiſhed to be honeſt, would they 
not have allowed their addreſs to the people 
to bear ſome reſemblance to the vote paſſed 
laſt Synod, and ſreely ſpeak out what they 
have in contemplation in private ? 

IL. et us however carefully guard againſt our 
own ſpirits, leſt an occafion ſhould be given to 
enemies to blaſpheme. If controverſies on 
religious ſubjects are not managed with 
temper and moderation, how ſhall the pro- 
feſſing friends of Chriſt come to ſee eye to 
eye in the things of God. Ihe principles of 
the church of Scotland tormerly adhered unto 
by the miniſters of the Seceſſion, were the ad- 
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miration of other proteſtant churches, and 
notwithſtanding of the mighty outcry raiſed 
now againſt them, contain in them no- 
thing that cheriſhes a bigotted zeal, but the 
reverſe: read Weſtminſter Confeſſion of 
Faith, chap. 26. fect. 2. ; let us, therefore, 
beware, leſt, by giving up raſhly, or taking 
up an evil report againſt what we profels to 
have once received, we give way to a more 
dangerous extreme ; let us in the ſpirit of 
meekneſs, and humility, candidly compare 
one part with another, before we give way 
to the teſtimonies of the avowed enemies of 
the preſbyterial plan of church govern- 
ment. 

Let us fear, leſt by giving up with theſe 
doctrines, which recommend good order and 
ſubordination both in church and ſtate, we 
yield to the opinions of men, which may 
lead to anarchy and confuſion. 

While we ſtudy to cheriſh that ſpirit of 
love which vaunteth not itſelf, and doth not 
behave itſelf unſeemly, let us allo try to 
maintain the profeſſion of our faith without 
wavering. 

Obiection. Some will be ready to aſſert, 
that in yielding to the alterations begun, they 
are guilty of no tranlgreſſion, no breach of 
vows, &c. as they were indulged by the 
preſbytery they were connected with, to yield 
to the Confeſſion of Faith, &c. with excep- 
tions. | 
Anſwer. What authority had ſaid preſby- 
tery to grant ſuch indulgence, without the 
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concurrence of the ſupreme court, who ne- 


ver gave up with the formula, in its original 


ſorm, nor impoſed the preamble, by a deed 
of court, till laſt Synod? 2d, Allowing the 
preſbytery, under whole inſpection they 
were, for certain ends, granted faid indul- 
gence, did not theſe candidates give an unre- 


| ſerved compliance to the queſtions of the for- 


mula before the people at ordination, who 
conſidered them of theſe ſentiments? yea did 
they not ſolemnly comply with the formula 
in the preſence of the Searcher of hearts? 
How can they (without mental reſervation, 
and the groſſeſt diſſimulation) refuſe that 
they were of theſe ſentiments? had not. the 
people every reaſon to believe, that they were 
aoneſt in what they ſo ſolemnly engaged to 
perform ? 

24. Another modern objection ſtarted to 


the old formula, is, that the adherents there- 


to are ill natured, and ignorant, actuated by 
a blind zeal ; and that there is, and can be 
no pleaſant fellowſhip in their ſociety. 
Anſwer. It will be acknowledged, that 
ſome in the heat of controverly, and fear- 
ing leſt their privileges ſhonld be torn from 
them, may perhaps have given way, too 
much, to their own ſpirit, for which they 
may ſee cauſe to lament before the Lord; 
but are there not others of theſe ſentiments, 
poſſeſſed of as good tempers, and as will- 
ing to follow peace with all men, and ho- 
lineſs, as their accuſers. When the Armi- 
nian hereſy was introduced. at firſt in Hol- 
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land, every artful attempt was uſed to re- 
preſent Calviniſm in as odious a light as 
poſſible, and to hold out the new ſcheme 
in all its pleaſant features, till a majority of 
the ſtudents, and clergy;-were caught by the 
alluring bait : but did it follow that the Cal- 
viniſt ſcheme was any worſe, or ought to be 
given up with on that account? no verily. 

Although the triends of our ſubordinate 
ſtandards ſhould be treated with contempt, 
and be expolcd to many difticulties and 
diſcouragements, let them ſtill, by a prudent 
zeal, acquit themlelves like men, for the ci- 
ties of the Lord, and the villages of our 
God, believing, and firmly hoping, that 
the Lord will tee to his own cauſe. Let ſuch 
miniſters in the ſynod as would yet with to 
be taithtul, inſtead of attempting to blind- 
fold the people with a forbearance, which 
docs not exiſt, rather acknowledge their 
miſtake, recal their vote, and prove they are 
hearty in cheir former profeſſion. When 
any wound was given to reformation princi- 
ples at former per 1ods, it was uſũal to acknow- 
ledge the ſame at after meetings: Go and 
do ſo likewiſe, remembering that it is the 
glory of a man to acknowledge his tranſ- 
greſſion. 

O/jection 3d. The Confeſſion of Faith was 
received at firſt by the Church of Scotland 
with ſome exception. 

Anſwer. This objection has no founda- 
tion in truth, but a vague aſſertion, elſe 
it would have been obſerved, either in their 
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formulas, or ſome other publication; on 
the contrary, it was uſual for the Church 
of Scotland, in their beſt times of reforma- 
tion, and alſo in the Seceſſion, till of late, 
to ſpeak moſt reſpectfully of ſaid Confeſſion 
of Faith, and to give a chearful adherence 
to It. 

2d. Admitting there may be an expreſſion 
or two with reſpectto the Magiſtrates? power, 
not intelligible to ſome perſons, in the xxiii 
chapter of ſaid Confeſſion, yet the explica- 
tion given by the miniſters of the Seceſſion 
in their teſtimony, is abundantly ſatisfactory 
to every one who would not cavil for the 
ſake of cavilling. As intrants into the 
miniſtry, and others, may not be fond of 
that performance ; in order to ſave time, I 
ſhall direct them to the particular ſpot 
where they will find the paſſage, pages 148 
and 149, where allo the Eraſtian principles 
and tenets are dilclaimed and rejected with 
abhorence. Now, when it is conlidered 
that the Confeſſion of Faith is taken in con- 
nexion with ſaid teſtimony, founded on the 
word of God ; where is the hardſhip of ad- 
hering to It in the very form that the uſual 
queſtions were put? Where is the neceſſity 
of puzzling and perplexing the minds of the 

ople with diſputes on theſe points, fo ably 
diſcuſſed long ago? Where is the great ne- 
ceſſity of a new formula, or its ſubſtitute, 
the preamble, which few or none can un- 
derſtand, but the framers of them? Would 
it not have been much wiſer to have tried 
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ſome method for uniting the friends of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and for bringing them 
to a right underſtanding one with another, 
on a regular plan. 


Objefion 4th. The people have nothing 
ado with what alterations are made, not 


being proper judges of what is right or 
Wrong. 
Anſwer. According to this principle, any 
error, or piece of will-worſhip may, be in- 
troduced; any truth may be given up at 
pleaſure; the people are not to complain. 
Are not the Chriſtian people exhorted to 
contend earneſtly for the faith once deliver- 
ed to the fines? If they are not allowed 
to know the faith, how hat they contend 
for it ? 

2d. Were not the people allowed to know 
what were, or ought to have been their 
miniſter's principles, when they promiſed 
him all due ſubjection in the Lord? and 
why but they may be allowed a privilege 
to know if he has altered ſaid principles, 
either in whole, or in part? Are they not 
commanded to try the ſpirits, whether they 
are of God, or not? 
After what has happened from the fatal 
deciſion laſt ſynod, perhaps ſome may at- 
tempt to palliate matters, with a view to per- 
vert the minds of che people by the Synod's 
addreſs, and give out that they have the 
fame views they ever had; but although 


they ſhould for a time live under Cover, yer 
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it is certainly an awful conſideration, that 
the Searcher of all hearts ſhall find it out. 
To the people. —O ye friends of truth! 
inſtead of meditating revenge againſt your 
brethren, cleaving to their principles, pray 
for them, and eſteem them for their works 
fake; and inſtead of raſhly taking up an 
evil repert againſt them, as if they had any 
wiſh to divide the heritage of the Lord, 
which 1s far from their intentions ; try ra- 
ther to ſtrengthen their hands and encou- 
rage their hearts in the work of the Lord, 
believing that the diſperſed of Iſrael, and 
the out-caſts of Judah, ſhall be gathered into 
one; and as there is one ſhepherd, ſo in 
due time there ſhall be one ſheep-fold. 
And before you give up with our cove- 
nants, which have been ſo much counte- 
nanced in the kind providence of God, both 
in former and latter periods of the church, 
carefully read them, examine their mat- 
ter and contents, with the invaluable ends 
they were intended to ſerve; perhaps you 
will ſee leſs cauſe to liſten to the wanton 


jeers and ſcoffs uſed againſt them. 


In order to give an effectual blow to a 
tcovenanted work of reformation, ſome will 
aſſert that the favourers of ſaid covenants 
are of a perfecuting ſpirit, and that com- 


pulſatory meatures have been uſed to drag 


people into a compliance with them. 

Au. Fewerrors have fprung ip in the 
ebui ch, but arguments of tome k;iid or oiher 
have been uſed to cſtabliſh then but the vb- 
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jection now ſtated againſt our covenants, is 
perhaps as barefaced a one as ever was uſed. 
The reaſon why ſo many entered into theſe 
covenants, was from a full conviction that 
it was their duty ſo to do, and witneſlling 
the Lord's countenance given in ſo remark- 
able a way to that work ; moreover, they 
conſidered them as a valuable means (un- 
der the bleſſing of Divine Providence) of 
ſecuring the Proteſtant Religion in theſe 
lands from the plots of malignants, papiſts, 
&c. but as an evidence that the friends of 
our covenants did not perſecute for con- 
ſcience ſake. They lived in habits of in- 
timacy with the Independents and others, 
who differed from them in religious ſenti- 
ments, and o far were they from uſing com- 
pulſatory meaſures, that they never impoſed 
{aid covenants on the Doctors of Aberdeen, 
the Univerſity of Oxford, nor the whole 
county of York; and other places could 
be condeſcended upon, if neceſſary. No 
harſh meaſures were uſed againſt any, it they 
did not proceed to open hoſtilities againſt 
both their civil and religious liberties, with 
a view to deprive them of both; did it not 
then appear to be high time to repel ſuc]: 
daring attempts by oppoling force to torce? 
Were a band of ruffians to attempt to take 
from our brethren on the other ſide of the 
queſtion every thing dear and valuable in 
life, would they not try to concert the 
beſt means of defence, and even lee the ne- 
cellity of calling in the aid of the civil ma- 
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giſtrate, although for the preſent they may 
be reluctant to give him his due? See Meflrs. 
Moncrieff, Walker, and Shirra, on the Duty 
of Covenanting—To whom I refer the 
reader for further particulars: 

Notwithſtanding of the late attempts to 
compoſe the minds of the Chriſtian people 
by a flattering addrefs, thoſe who have had 
accefs to the new formula, and its ſubſtitute 
the preamble, will not be eaſiiy brought to 
acknowledge that no change of ſentiment has 
taken place in the Seceſſion Church ; but if 
there is none, why fo backward to reconcile 
differences by the removal of the preamble? 
To try the experiment could never narrow 
the terms of church fellowſhip any more 
than before fuch an appendage was put to the 
formula, nor expoſe to the odium of being of 
a perſeeuting fpirit ; which charge was never 
brought againſt the body formerly, nor can 
it with any propriety be applied againft the 
friends of our covenants, as we have for- 
merly ſtated. 

It has been alledged that the preamble is 
harmleſs and innocent, and no danger is to 
be dreaded from it: if it is ſo, the framers of 
it are not fo, elſe why ſhould they ule ſuch 
ſeverities towards their brethren, adhering to 
their principles, till they ſee eye to eye in 
the things of God? why miſrep 


refent them 
as ſchiſmatics, bigots, &c.? Was the faithful 
Athanaſius a ſchiſmatic for adhering to his 
former views reſpecting the Divinity of the 
Son of God, when the reſt of the clergy be- 
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came Arians to a man? Was the Synod of 
Dort guilty of ſchiſm, becauſe they ſtedfaſtly 
maintained the doctrines of free grace, when 
Arminianiſm made ſuch a rapid progrels ? 
Perhaps it will be anſwered, the caſe is not 
parallel. Have not, however, dangerous o- 
pinions found way for themſelves from as 
ſmall beginnings? At any rate, I cannot ſee 
how the friends of our principles can be 
ſaid to be the cauſers of diviſion, Did they 
introduce the ſubject of debate, or ever re- 
fuſe healing overtures when propoſed? Have 
they not expreſſed the moſt earneſt wiſh for 
amity and concord, on the removal of theſe 
ſtumbling blocks, that have cauſed the 
ſtrife? The reader may ſee there can be no 
impoſſibility of removing the preamble, nor 
dread bad effects from doing ſo. It chis were 
attended to, who knows but providencemight 
direct to ſome better methods for uniting 
the friends of our Lord ſeſus Chriſt, and 
lead them to a better underſtanding one 
with another. Leſt any ſhould miſunder- 
ſtand the word extirpate, which has been 
made a handle of to expoſe the compilers 
of the Confeſſion, as if they intended to 
propagate the religion of jelus by fire and 
ſword, it is abundantly plain that the ſpirit 
that diffuſes itſelf through the whole of that 
valuable book juſtifies no ſuch inſinuation; 
it only ſuggeſts chat miniſters of the goſpel 
are to uſe every habile method to convince 
gainſayers by a diligent and faithful diſ- 
charge of the duties of their office, and 
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maintaining the truths of God in purity 
and ſimplicity.— When this is done, the 
evil of Prelacy and Popery will be moſt 
effectually expoſed, and every evil brought 
to light the form of government by Dio- 
ceſan Biſhops on the one hand, and the 
doctrines that favour anarchy and confuſion 
on the other, will ceaſe to be juitified ; per- 
ſons in love to the truth, as it is in Jeſus, 
will embrace a more regular and ſcriptural 
plan of church fellowſhip. By attending par- 
ticularly to the expreſſion the reader will 
ſee that it is to be uſed not againſt perſons, 
but opinions and unſcriptural modes of 
worſhip. Now, who will venture to aſſert, 
that the (word can be uſed againſt ſuch in 
the ſtricteſt meaning of the words? More- 
over, although it would be exceedingly un- 
ſafe to aſſert that the civil magiſtrate was 
to ſanction crimes by an authoritative to- 
leration, yet it muſt be allowed that a per- 
miſlive toleration of opinions in religious 
matters, where the rights of conſcience are 
aſſerted, has been always granted in con- 
ſiſtency with our principles, and if ſaid 
opinions does not endanger the ſafety and 
peace of civil focicty, 
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